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[ 100 North D Street, Suite 123

RonaLp D. HOWEN
TRIAL ATTORNEY

P. O. Box 1398

Lakeview, OR 97630-0054
Phone: (541) 947-4752
Fax: (541) 847-5689
Oregon State Bar #04226

FOUATH

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE SES&SND JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE

GERALD ROSS PIZZUTO, JR.
Petitioner,

v

STATE OF IDAHO,
Respondent.

STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF IDAHO A14

Case no.

AFFIDAVIT OF RONALD
D. HOWEN
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STATE OF OREGON )
) 85:

County of Lake )

Oregon.

f Ronald D. Howen, a person over the age of elghteen (18) years of age and,
1- competent to testify, who first being first duly sworn upon oath, deposes and states:
1. | am an attorney licensed to practice law in Idaho (since 1973) and Oregon

(since 2004). At the present time, | live and practice law in Lake County, Lakeview,

2. Between April 1982 and April 1988, | was employed as an Assistant United

States Attorney for the District of Idaho handling federal criminal cases as assigned by
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the United States Attorney for the District of Idaho. In 1987 or 1988, | was assigned a
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criminal case involving allegations of illegal wiretapping and other crimes by the Sheriff
of Idahe County, Randy Baldwin, later entitled United States v. Randy Baldwin, Criminal
no. 88-30024.

3. F.B.l. Special Agent Dick Powell had been assigned by his superiors to
conduct the initial investigation, and later became the case agent as the case moved
into the Grand Jury stage and then to jury trial. S.A. Powell did most of the pre-

indictment investigation in association with other FBI and loca| law enforcement officers
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as well as most of the pre-trial investigation in association with my office.

4. Although there was both federal and state jurisdiction to investigate and
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prosecute Sheriff Baldwin upon the allegations of illegal wiretapping, the United States
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Attorney decided to take the case:
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a. due to the obvious conflict of interest involving the Idaho County
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Prosecuting Attorney and the Idaho Attorney General's Office with the
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Idaho County Sheriff's Office;
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b. the egregious nature of the case where an elected county official was
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wiretapping the phones of others for political and personal motives; and
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c. the need to send a clear message that such violations of federal law in
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rural Idaho by elected county officials would be vigorously prosecuted in

federal court.
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5. During the investigation, S.A. Powell obtained a tape recorded confession
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from Sheriff Baldwin at Sheriff Baldwin's office in Grangeville wherein Sheriff Baldwin
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admitted that he had directed others in his department to intercept and record the
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telephone conversations of people:

a. that the Sheriff believed to be disloyal to him, or believed to be his
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persconal or political enemies;
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