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Idaho Statesman, 27th October 2007: „Brother says Lankford might have killed six people in Texas“

A man convicted and sentenced to death row in the slaying of a couple vacationing in northern Idaho in 1983, but who has been granted a new trial, might have killed at least six people in Texas, his brother said. „He is a sociopath of the first order,“ Robert Lankford said about his brother, Mark Lankford, according to documents filed Friday in 2nd District Court by Prosecuting Attorney Kirk MacGregor. Mac Gregor filed the document to support an earlier motion to set Mark Lankford's bail [=bond: Kaution/taksu /kautsjon] at $10 million. A hearing to discuss bail, as well as DNA testing of evidence, is scheduled for Thursday. „The state believes the defendant is a severe danger to society,“ MacGregor wrote in the court document.

Mark Lankford, 51, is being held in the Latah County Jail to be closer to his defense attorney, Charles Kovis. Kovis did not immediately return a call to The Associated Press on Saturday. Mark Lank-ford was granted a new trial earlier this year when the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled he must be either retried or released because of an error in jury instructions during his 1984 trial.

Mark Lankford and a third brother, Bryan, were convicted in the 1983 beating deaths of US Ma-rine Capt. Robert Bravence, 27, and his wife, Cheryl, 25, who were vacationing in Idaho. At the time, Mark and Bryan Lankford were camping in the Idaho wilderness. Mark Lankford was sentenced to Idaho's death row; Bryan Lankford is serving a life sentence.

According to the court document filed Friday, Robert Lankford said he heard Mark say things that made him believe Mark might have taken part in murders in Texas. Robert, 49, is an electrical engineer in Texas, and said he and his family are afraid of Mark. „I fear for my family and my family agrees with me that he will seek revenge on us all,“ Robert said, according to the document. He said that two girls were murdered in an area of Houston close to where Mark lived at the time with his grandmother. „She feared for her life as his mysterious behavior was leading her to suspect he had something to do with the disappearances of the young ladies,“ Robert said in the affidavit. Also in the affidavit, Robert recounted a Christmas gathering in 1980 when their father said he found a body near a spot where he took his sons fishing as children. Mark made a comment about the body being dismembered. „My father turned white as a bedsheet, then asked Mark how he knew that as that detail was never made public,“ Robert said in the affidavit.

Robert also said he thought Mark was involved in the disappearance of two women from a Texas strip club after Mark applied for a job as a stripper under the name „Little Conan“ but was „laughed off stage.“ „I believe he picked out those that humiliated his ego and waited for them in the parking lot where he abducted and murdered them later,“ Robert said.

The sixth death for which Robert said he believes Mark could be responsible is that of an elderly man. Robert said Mark talked about putting „a hammer off into his head.“ Robert said Mark used the same phrase in discussing the killing of the couple in Idaho. „He was a career criminal with no con-science or consideration for others,“ Robert said about his brother.

Idaho Statesman, 28th October 2007: „Boise principal works to free man convicted of 2 murders“

A Boise school principal is leading an online effort to support and free a man on death row for murdering a Texas couple who were camping in 1983. Rick Bollman, principal of Cynthia Mann Elemen-tary School, 5401 W. Castle Drive, sends regular e-mail messages to about 100 people proclaiming Mark Lankford's innocence and updating them on Lankford's legal status and mental state. But in docu-ments filed Friday in 2nd district Court in Grangeville, Lankford's brother Robert described him as „a sociopath of the first order“ who might have killed at least six people in Texas.

[Mark] Lankford, 51, was on Idaho's death row for the 1983 murders of U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence and his wife, Cheryl, on the South Fork of the Clearwater River. He was convicted in 1983 and sentenced to death. Lankford's brother, Bryan, was convicted too, but avoided the death penalty by testi-fying against his brother. On Oct. 1, the U.S. Supreme Court let stand an appellate court ruling allowing a retrial of Mark Lankford because of a faulty jury instruction. The trial is set for Feb. 4. Lankford is cur-rently in the Idaho County Jail. Prosecuting Attorney Kirk MacGregor filed the documents Friday to sup-port an earlier motion to set Lankford's bail at $10 million. A hearing to discuss bail, as well as DNA tests, is scheduled for Thursday. „The state believes the defendant is a severe danger to society,“ Mac Gregor wrote in the court document.

Robert Lankford, 49, an electrical engineer in Texas, said he and his family are afraid of Mark. „I fear for my family, and my family agrees with me that he will seek revenge on us all,“ Robert said, accor-ding to the document, in which he also listed six homicides he suspects his brother committed. In recent messages, Bollman has offered to handle any donations for [Mark] Lankford, and give them to him upon his release, which he maintains is imminent. He says he has been Lankford's spiritual adviser for nine years. „It was one of the things I felt God was telling me to do was to visit someone in prison,“ Bollman said. He said he has never talked to his supervisors in the Boise School District about his association with [Mark] Lankford. „I think the people I work for are pretty open about that as long as it doesn't impede my performance,“ he said. „And it doesn't.“

Bollman first offered simply to listen to [Mark] Lankford. „At first I was skeptical,“ Bollman said. He continued to follow his Christian mission and visited Lankford every two to three weeks. „Over the years, his story has never changed,“ Bollman said. Within two years, Bollman was convinced of Lankford's in-nocence. Bollman's role evolved from one of listening to one of action. „I am opposed to the death penal-ty,“ he said. Others who provide e-mail and Web site information about Lankford have the same stance, he said. Bollman continues to be in regular contact with Lankford, who was moved to Idaho County for the retrial. Contact has been hindered a bit, Bollman said, because Lankford doesn't yet have a phone card. He said Lankford has sent him one letter since his move to Idaho County two weeks ago, and the tone was positive: „I think he does feel that the judge is going to be pretty fair in this case.“

Idaho County Free Press, 25th October 2007: „Lankford back in court: retrial process begins“

GRANGEVILLE – While this won't be Mark Lankford's first murder trial, Second District Judge John Bradbury stressed he wanted it to be his last. „One trial is a lot. Two trials is enough,“ Judge Brad-bury said at an initial appearance hearing last Thursday with the prosecution and defense, which was also attended by the defendant, [Mark] Lankford.

Bradbury's concern was due measure be taken that this trial would „pass muster“ were it to be appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. To that end and to expedite the process by the federally mandated 120 days until Lankford must be retried or released, Bradbury allowed a defense motion to hire experienced criminal Moscow [Idaho] attorney Charles Kovis at $65 an hour, authorized up to $3,000 for a defense private investigator, and asked for input by both sides to establish strict evidence handling oversight. He also started the jury pool selection process to determine whether Lankford could receive a fair trial in Idaho County.

A hearing to consider further motions will be held this Thursday, Oct. 25, at 2:30 p.m., before Judge Bradbury. Despite these measures Lankford was not pleased following the hearing and noted to his counsel, McCall attorney Todd Wilcox, at recess, „I'm not happy with any of this operation so far,“ he said. Last Tuesday, Oct. 16, Lankford was transferred from custody at Idaho Maximum Security Institu-tion in Boise to the Idaho County jail in Grangeville. Last November, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals or-dered that convicted murderer Lankford, 51, be retried or released due to an error concerning improper jury instruction which occurred at his 1984 trial. In 1984, Mark and his brother, Bryan Lankford, were convicted on first-degree murder charges and sentenced to death for the 1983 deaths of Arizona couple Marine Capt. Robert and Cheryl Bravence at a campsite near Santiam Creek in the Summit Flat area near Grangeville. Both of the Lankford brothers were sentenced to death.

Following appeals, Bryan's sentence was reduced to life in prison. As part of Judge Bradbury's caution to assure proper trial procedure he submitted an example jury questionnaire to both the prosecu-tion and defense for review and comment. The court plans to send 150 to 175 questionnaires out to po-tential jurors to determine whether publicity on the case has hurt Lankford's ability to have a fair trial in Idaho County. The intent of the questionnaires is to determine the extent of being able to select an im-partial jury. „What I don't want is to get up to the time of the trial in four months,“ Bradbury said, „and three days before we start find out we can't get a jury and that we've exceeded our timeline.“

The main subject of debate at last week's initial hearing was the hiring of an experienced criminal defense attorney. According to counsel Wilcox, a „first-rate, death penalty certified lawyer“ who brings the experience, tenacity and background is „...just what Mr. Lankford is entitled to in this case.“ Wilcox noted the complexities involved in this 24-year-old murder case – re-examining evidence, tracking down witnesses – and that he and his partner Jonathon Hallin lacked the experience to handle the case with the experience and timeliness needed.

Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk MacGregor opposed hiring the special criminal defense for [Mark] Lankford, questioning why he deserved the „dream team“ defense representation over others who come before this court in criminal cases. MacGregor said Wilcox and Hallin – who currently hold the county's public defender contract – are „very competent“ under Idaho code to represent Lankford. On fairness, MacGregor said both sides lack murder case experience in prosecuting or defending, and both sides will be dealing with the same difficulties inherent in a case of such complexity and also of such age, „so we'll have no imbalance in this case,“ he said. On this issue, Judge Bradbury sided with Wilcox to hire a new lead defense attorney, citing the time restriction to hold the trial within the mandated period, and also to make this case as appeal-proof as possible were this case to go before the 9th Circuit.

„I want this to be the last trial not the second trial,“ he said. In a separate matter, Wilcox noted Lankford's desire to address the court at this time and requested it be done in the judge's chambers. Bradbury postponed the request, stating his concern for Lankford's Fifth Amendment rights and that it could be taken up at the Oct. 25 hearing when his new defense attorney, Kovis, would be present.

Letter by supporter and IFMLC member Kaye Bandell, Norwalk CA, to Idaho Statesman, filed to me 30th October 2007

In an article entitled „Boise principal works to free man convicted of 2 murders“ (28 October 2007), the Idaho Statesman quotes as if true allegations by Robert Lankford about crimes allegedly com-mitted by Mark Lankford, crimes of which the latter has not been charged and for which no evidentiary foundations are cited. Quoting Robert Lankford, someone who made no similar allegations during Mark Lankford's original trial and who has for close to twenty-five years remained formally silent, suggests that the newspaper may have inadvertently collaborated in an exercise in character assassination and may have inadvertently colluded in securing a conviction in courts of public opinion before proceedings in the presence of a jury have begun.

Mark Henry Lankford is presumed innocent. Kirk A. MacGregor, prosecuting attorney for Idaho County, has offered nothing about any culpability by Mark Lankford in a double homicide in the state of Idaho. Mr. MacGregor has offered nothing because there is nothing to offer.

No one who is concerned about justice either diminishes or trivialises the impact of two tragic los-ses of life. No one, however, who is concerned about justice wants the memory of those lives further tar-nished by McCarthy's strategies which compromise the rule of law. May the victims rest in peace. May Mark Lankford be granted a fair trial.

Yours truly, K. Bandell, M. S. W., R. N.

Letter by supporter and IFMLC member Angela Huguet-Berbel (France) to Idaho Statesman, filed to me 4th November 2007

Committed to unconditional respect for human rights, I pay particular attention to everything rela-ted to the death penalty in the United States of America.

That's why I feel compelled to comment on two articles published in your newspaper about Mark Henry Lankford, falsely convicted and incarcerated on Idaho's death row for 24 years („Brother says Lankford might have killed six people in Texas,” October 27, 2007, and „Boise principal works to free man convicted of 2 murders,” October 28, 2007).

I am well informed about the irregularities that happened at Mr Lankford's trial 24 years ago and about the affidavit that sheds dishonoring light on Judge Reinhardt and through him on the Idaho legal system. Since the ruling of the U.S. Supreme Court on October 1, 2007, and as long as there is no evi-dence of a crime of which he has been convicted, Mister Lankford must be considered innocent.

To produce any evidence related to the crime apparently creates difficulties for the Idaho County Prosecutor Attorney Kirk A. MacGregor, who in place of evidence has resorted to a kind of smear cam-paign. Prosecuting Attorney MacGregor attempts to terrify the public with insane and uncorroborated sto-ries, which he has obtained from one of Mark Lankford's brothers. Unless proved, these stories have ab-solutely no legal value. But they have not been proved!

The publishing of two articles which without question cite reckless and prejudicial allegations leads observers, people like me, anxious and skeptical about the ethics and about the methods used by those in Idaho who are responsible for securing justice for everyone in the state.

Yours truly, Angela Huguet-Berbel, Allegre-les-Fumades, France

Lewiston Tribune, 2nd November 2007: „Judge declares Lankford a flight risk“

GRANGEVILLE - Bond [=bail: Kaution/ taksu / kautsjon] for convicted murderer Mark Lankford was set at $5 million Thursday, as attorneys worked through details of the retrial leading up to the Feb. 4 trial date. Second District Judge John Bradbury said he believes Lankford is a flight risk and his past cri-minal history proves he should not be released from jail prior to the trial.

Bradbury's decision took into account arguments from Prosecuting Attorney Kirk MacGregor, but set bond at half the $10 million MacGregor asked for. Lankford's attorney, Charles Kovis, said the bond amount is arbitrary and both he and his client understand there is no reason for the court to allow him to get out of jail before the trial. Lankford appeared in a jovial mood Thursday as he animatedly nodded his head to comments made throughout the hearing. He also snickered and shook his head to things he dis-agreed with. MacGregor made a case for having evidence from the first trial tested for DNA. He asked Bradbury to have a club and the victims' skulls DNA tested. MacGregor argued each side should be able to have the items tested. „We want to make sure the victims get a fair trial, too,“ he said. Bradbury insis-ted the two sides agree on one laboratory since the timeline for the retrial is so short.

Lankford is being retried for the murders of U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence and his wife, Cheryl, in 1983. Lankford and his brother Bryan were convicted of the murders in 1984. Lankford's case was sent back to Idaho County after the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled a faulty jury instruction could have affected the jury's decision. The trial must be conducted within 120 days of the October de-cision. There is not expected to be any new evidence in the case. The judge discussed the possibility of changing the venue for the trial since it has received a lot of publicity in Idaho County. „That is an issue we are going to have to decide sooner rather than later,“ Bradbury said. In reviewing the law, he said, he learned the judge does not necessarily move with the trial. The Idaho Supreme Court could appoint the judge in the jurisdiction where the trial is held, although it can also appoint Bradbury. „It is not my deci-sion,“ Bradbury told the attorneys Thursday. He said he would not ask to be removed from the case. But, he added, if another judge is appointed, it will take that judge a while to become familiar with the case.

Kovis said he will definitely file a motion for a change of venue and will do that immediately. Brad-bury said the other option is to pick a jury in another jurisdiction and transport the jurors to Grangeville for the trial. MacGregor said he isn't sure a change of venue is needed. „I think we are jumping the gun a bit,“ he said. He referred to the case in Coeur d'Alene where Joseph Duncan was tried for the kidnapping of Shasta and Dylan Groene and the death of three people at the family home and later the death of Dy-lan Groene. That jury was picked from Coeur d'Alene, MacGregor said, adding that case had national publicity. Jury questionnaires will be sent out in Idaho County to gauge the jury pool. Those could go out as early as next week, after comments are received from both the prosecution and defense. – Walker may be contacted at jodiw@lmtribune.com or +1 208 / 7 43 96 00, ext. 275.

Lewiston Tribune, 10th November 2007: „Lankford jury must be impanelled quickly“

GRANGEVILLE - Beginning next week 375 Idaho County residents will receive questionnaires in the mail to help determine whether they would be able to sit on a jury in the retrial of Mark Henry Lank-ford. During a brief hearing this week in 2nd District Court here, Judge John Bradbury said he wanted to question all potential jurors left in the county's jury pool for this year. Time is of the essence, Bradbury emphasized. And if an impartial jury cannot be impaneled in Idaho County, Bradbury wants to know about it so a decision can be made quickly whether to change venue or to bring a jury in from elsewhere.

The court is under a tight timeline. Last month the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal of a 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decision saying that because of an error in Lankford's first trial, he must be retried within 120 days or set free. Lankford, now 51, and his brother, Bryan, 49, both from Pla-no, Texas, were convicted in 1984 for the 1983 deaths of U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence and his wife, Cheryl, of El Paso, Texas.

Bradbury, Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk A. MacGregor and one of Lankford's attorneys, Idaho County Public Defender Jonathon Hallin, went over a few details of the potential jurors questionnaire and discussed other issues, such as DNA testing and trial procedures. Bradbury told the attorneys he wants them to work out as many issues as they can before the trial begins in February. Nothing is as disruptive to a lengthy trial, Bradbury said, as having to send jurors out of the courtroom several times during the proceedings while attorneys argue issues that could have been settled ahead of time. He also warned the attorneys to be up front about their strategies, rather than dropping bombshells during trial. „We're not going to have trial by ambush,“ Bradbury said.

MacGregor said Lankford's brother, Robert, who lives in Houston, Texas, contacted him and said [Mark] Lankford has been advising readers of his Web page to contact Robert and his employers. Mac Gregor said Robert Lankford believes he is being harassed and intimidated about being a witness at his brother's trial and asked Bradbury to order [Mark] Lankford to stop such postings. Bradbury said he needs an affidavit from Robert Lankford before deciding what to do about it. On the Web site, published Nov. 1, Lankford advises his readers to contact his brother Robert and lists his address, telephone num-ber and e-mail address. He also urges readers to contact Robert Lankford's employers. Following the hearing MacGregor said he does not know how [Mark] Lankford has access to the Internet, but he in-tends to find out.

Letter by supporter and IFMLC member Andreas Mayer-Brennenstuhl, Germany, to Idaho Statesman, filed to me 2nd February 2008

These days, the case of Mark Henry Lankford is negotiated once again at the Idaho court. The readers of this newspaper might be astonished that they are reading a letter from Europe. It should be of interest to the Idaho public that this seemingly unimportant case is attentively being observed by many Europeans. I became personally interested in the case of Mark Henry Lankford about 10 years ago through a newspaper article that made me get into contact with him. It was his high quality art work that was mentioned in the article which gained my interest first. After I had got into touch with his works of art, I became acquainted with Mark Henry Lankford as a person and I learned about his tragic case [?] in my eyes a clear error of justice. My research during the following years had only one definite result: Mark Henry Lankford is not guilty of the allegations held against him. He is in no way the monster that some Idaho Newspapers make him. The opposite is true: He is a sensitive and educated man whose good nature and (wrong) ware [?] led to the tragic intangling into a criminal act which his brother Bryan is res-ponsible for. Bryan has already admitted his deed. But still there is no justice. An error of justice is chan-ging into a scandal of justice at the moment, because [Mark] Lankford's release is prevented by the pro-secutor in an all too clear attempt to hush the injustice that has happened up to this day.

The local public papers use permanent prejudice and defamation to draw the picture of a monster mind that not only is Mark Henry not guilty, but he has also suffered a 25 year sentence on death row up to this day. The way he is treated in the USA is not at all normal for a civilized nation. The people in Eu-rope who care for democracy and liberty as much as many Americans are waiting for the silent majority of liberal-minded Americans to take over political responsibility after a long absence in politics. The elec-tion of the candidates for the next US president seem to indicate a new way of thinking to European ob-servers. They give new hope that those people give a new direction to the development of the USA which is able to correct the picture of the „ugly America“ in the world

This is why I'm full of optimism. Investigative journalism is what we expect of the Idaho newspa-pers as well as of any other newspapers worldwide: thorough research and critical reporting instead of mindless defamation. It is quit simple today to study court files via internet even if the court might be far away. No one should think the people of Idaho are stupid: They can and they will inform themselves first-hand any time they want. A fair reporting of the case of Mark Henry Lankford and a fair treatment at court will prove to the world that the „ugly America“ is finally disappearing.

Message by Rick Bollman after first trial date, 4th February 2008

Well the day has finally arrived and the re-trial of Mark Henry Lankford has begun. I am writing from Wallace, Idaho where the trial is being held. Wallace is a small town in northern Idaho, about six miles from the Montana border. It is a beautiful setting, very historical, friendly people and with the large amount of snow recently, very scenic. The trial was moved to this town, about 150 miles [240 km] north of Idaho County where the original trial was held back in 1983, because the judge thought there would be less predjudice against Mark here.

The trial began at 8:30 a.m. [16:30 CET] on Mon. Feb. 4, 2008 with the honorable Judge John Bradbury presiding. He appears to be a man who wants to see true justice carried out in this case. So far on the first day, he has been very good about upholding objections from the defense and is not allowing the prosecution to pull any tricks.

The prosecuting team consists of lead attorney Kirk MacGregor, Idaho County Prosecutor, and assistant prosecutor, Dennis Albers. Albers was the prosecuting attorney in Mark's case 24 years ago. The defense team consists of lead attorney Chuck Kovis and assistant J.D. Hallin. So far on the first day, it appears that the defense has a very strong team, which is obviously good for Mark. There are 12 jurors and 4 alternates. 4 women and 8 men, all local folks from the Wallace area and of course approved by the defense team.

The accusations were read. Mark is accused of 2 counts of murder and committing a robbery of the Bravences. Mark pleaded not guilty to both counts.

Mark was present (in a nice Italian suit) and handled himself very calmly and was supportive of his team. I was able to speak to him occassionaly during the recesses as the security here is quite lax. In fact, I am already on a first name basis with the captain of the Sherriff's Dept. I was also able to make contact with Chuck Schoonover, who is helping the defense team with investigations on Mark's behalf. Schoonover seems like a good man and he has worked hard to find evidence to free Mark and wants the defense to succeed.

Opening arguments began with MacGreagor telling the jury that he had overwhelming evidence to prove that Mark killed the Bravences. He went on for over 30 minutes with mostly circumstancial evi-dence and accussations. To say the least, he bumbled his way through the opening statement and was even objected to by the defense once when he tried to de-fame Mark's character which the judge sus-tained.

Kovis then took the floor for his opening statement, a beautifully well-crafted 12 minute statement based on the claims that Bryan Lankford has lied over the years. He called Bryan a „yo-yo“ man because he had changed his story so often about the murders. He told the jurors that they would see for them-selves what kind of person Bryan is when he takes the stand later in the trial. Kovis is indeed a keen at-torney and he is also determined to see Mark through this case with a not guilty verdict.

Most of the rest of the day contained witness from the prosecuting side. Unfortunately, the mother of Cheryl Bravence and the brother of Robert Bravence had to testify. My heart went out to them, to have to re-live this ordeal again after 24 1/2 years. The rest of the witness were called mostly to confirm that the murders had indeed taken place, location of the murders and locations of the dead bodies. Kovis and Hallin did well in handling each of these witnesses and keeping their testimonies to minimal harm at best. However, during some of these testimonies, Albers began to take charge. This man is a shrewd dealer and a master of wording. I can see how he could persuade jurors if not held accountable. I believe that Kovis is aware of this and will be able to counter his efforts. Mark will be keeping his team on top of any coersion efforts by Albers. Without Albers, MacGregor would have nothing. MacGregor is not a good presenter. My guess is that Albers is still the main force in wanting to re-try Mark. He wants his original case to stick a second time around.

It will be interesting to see what unfolds tomorrow. Everyone is projecting the trial to go for three weeks or more, unless Bryan encriminates himself and the judge rules for a dismissal. If this happens, Mark wins and is set free.

I was able to visit with Mark for about an hour in the Shoshone county jail after the proceedings. He is in good spirits and was his normal talkative and spirited self. He is holding up well considering all that he has gone through. Most of that is a credit to all the prayers on his behalf.

Mark continues to thank you all for your friendship and support. He continues to seek your prayers.

As for me, I will continue in Wallace through Wednesday, Feb. 6. I will probably not write anything tomorrow unless something earth shattering happens. I will try to write another update when I return to Boise on Wed. evening or Thursday. I welcome any feedback of support or questions.

Many blessings and peace to you all.

Message by Rick Bollman after third trial date, 6th February 2008

Friends, Supporters and Advocates of Mark Lankford.

Greetings! I returned on Wednesday Feb. 6 to my home in Boise after spending 3 days with Mark at his re-trial in Wallace, Idaho. It is good to be home, but it has been difficult being away from the pro-ceedings. I believe that Mark appreciated my company and support, I enjoyed being able to converse openly with him and shaking his hands several times. Overall, he is holding up well. Please keep praying for him!

On Wednesday, Mark's brother Robert (50) was called to testify against Mark. Robert was visible nervous and often said he didn't remember things because he is old (lame excuse). His only meaningful testimony was that he bought a camera (which was property of the Bravences) from Mark when Mark and Bryan returned to Texas after the murders. Robert ended up calling the FBI because he had a fee-ling that the camera was stolen. This eventually led the FBI to arrest Mark and Bryan. Nothing else that he said really hurt Mark's case. In the cross examination by Kovis, Robert did not remember that he and his wife had written letters to Mark in prison. He did however remember that Mark was his best man at his wedding. He did not testify that Mark committed any other crimes before leaving Texas in 1983. I be-lieve that he was mostly nervous because he knew that he had abandoned Mark and Bryan while in pri-son, and that Mark would be upset with his decision to testify against him.

After his testimony, Mark was indeed very upset that Robert would testify for the prosecution. I had to help calm him down, because the trial was not over for that day and other witnesses were being called. He was able to pull himself together for the remainder of the day.

The trial is being covered daily by Brad Gary of the Lewiston Tribune newspaper. Since I am no longer in Wallace, the best way to keep up with the daily events is to subscribe to the on-line version of the Lewiston tribune. I have enclosed the address of this paper and the local paper in Wallace.

http://www.lmtribune.com

http://www.shoshonenewspress.com

You can also contact Mark directly at his prison address [see website Lankford title sheet]

I have enclosed a few photos for your enjoyment [Mark businessman-shape in shirt & tie - great! Photos from me on request]. If I hear directly from Mark in the next few days, I will keep you updated.

Keep praying! Blessings and peace!

Lewiston Tribune, 9th February 2008: „Lankford's brother spars with defense attorney“

By Brad W. Gary, Saturday, February 9, 2008

WALLACE - Bryan St. Lankford sparred with his brother's defense attorney for more than an hour Friday, before Charles Kovis asked one last question. „Are you an honest man?“ Kovis asked. „I believe I am honest,“ came the response from the witness stand, „unless my life's on the line.“

Bryan Lankford's testimony Friday that his older brother, Mark H. Lankford, killed Robert and Cheryl Bravence reportedly matched the original story Bryan Lankford gave to authorities in 1983. But he and Kovis repeatedly clashed as they went through approximately 10 other stories Bryan Lankford has given in the past 25 years. His testimony came at the end of the first week of a retrial for 51-year-old Mark Lankford.

Mark Lankford had been on Idaho's death row since his conviction in connection with the deaths of the U.S. Marine captain and his wife at a remote Idaho County campsite on June 21, 1983. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals threw out that conviction in 2006, ruling a 1984 jury received an improper instruction regarding accomplice testimony and ordered Mark Lankford be released or retried. He has pleaded innocent to the charges.

Bryan Lankford, 47, is currently serving life in prison for the killings. He told a Shoshone County jury Friday that the other stories that implicated himself, his brother, and both of them were only said to protect himself from the threat of prison gangs and friends of his older brother. His testimony Friday re-portedly came as part of an agreement with Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk MacGregor that could send Bryan Lankford to a prison outside of Idaho, and also possibly give him an earlier parole hearing. Appea-ring in blue jeans and a sweater, Bryan Lankford testified without leg shackles Friday. Mark Lankford has appeared without shackles and wearing a jacket and tie since the beginning of the trial.

The brothers had planned a trip to town from the remote campsite they had stayed at for a better part of a week in the Summit Flat area of Idaho County. They hitched a ride part of the way on June 21, 1983, but Bryan Lankford testified his brother then devised a plan to steal a car.

A little inebriated from Jack Daniels liquor he was drinking from a canteen, and having recently smoked some marijuana, Bryan Lankford testified the brothers targeted a green Volkswagen van at the Sheep Creek campground. „What Mark said is that I would go in and talk to them and distract them,“ Bryan Lankford testified, „and he would come in and steal the car.“ Robert Bravence was in the camp, Bryan Lankford testified, and Cheryl Bravence had gone to the river to wash some pants. While Bryan Lankford was talking, he testified his brother came running in with a foot-long nightstick and ordered the couple to the ground. Mark Lankford struck Robert Bravence on the back of the head at least twice with the club, Bryan Lankford testified. When Cheryl Bravence came from the river, Bryan Lankford said his brother then hit her in the back of the head with the instrument. The couple was loaded into the back of their van, and Bryan Lankford testified he drove the van back to where his brother had camped. There, he testified his brother took their bodies into the woods.

„He took them and he drug them out of the forest, one at a time,“ Bryan Lankford said. He said he believed the Bravences were only knocked out. „I thought they were alive, I'll always believe they were alive at that time,“ Bryan Lankford testified.

The brothers were arrested in Texas three months later, after reportedly using the Bravence's credit cards and cashiers checks on a trip from Idaho to California, according to testimony. MacGregor also questioned Bryan Lankford about his multitude of differing statements. He told MacGregor and the jury he told several stories out of fear and a need to survive in prison. He said the testimony he gave Fri-day was the same he had given at the two prior trials in 1984. „That's the truth,“ Bryan Lankford said. „I can't remember all the made-up stories, but I can remember that one, because that's the truth.“

Kovis later listed those others stories that Bryan Lankford had given since 1983, including one story relayed when he was under oath at a 1980s court hearing.

„You said you killed the Bravences with a rock and you were under oath,“ Kovis told Bryan Lank-ford. „If that's what I said, that's what I said,“ he responded. The court reporter at one point told both Ko-vis and Bryan Lankford to speak one at a time after the men interrupted one another several times. Upon questioning by Kovis, Bryan Lankford admitted he later lied in a number of letters he circulated „to whom it may concern,“ over the years. „Just because I said I did it in a letter doesn't mean I actually did it,“ he said.

As objections to the two men's back-and-forth became more frequent, Kovis argued before 2nd District Judge John Bradbury he had a reasoning behind his line of questioning. „I am going to lay the foundation that he has been blaming Mark for everything since he was 6 years old,“ Kovis said. Bryan Lankford's response came with a quick objection from Kovis, and an instruction by Judge Bradbury for the jury to strike it from the record.

„I only blame Mark for things he's guilty of, like two counts of first-degree murder,“ he said. The testimony of Bryan Lankford differed from that of Lane Thomas, a prison inmate who testified Friday Mark Lankford reportedly admitted to the murders while the two were housed in the Latah County Jail. Thomas and Mark Lankford were in the jail's maximum security wing for several weeks last fall, where Thomas testified the convicted murderer told him bits and pieces of the story.

Mark and Bryan Lankford each participated in the murders, Mark Lankford reportedly told Tho-mas. The couple was struck in the back of the head with the butt of a shotgun, Lankford told him Thomas testified. The brothers then beat them with a rock, he testified, throwing the rock into the river. Thomas initially told that story to Idaho County sheriff's detectives, he testified, but later said he had falsified it when met with a private investigator hired by the defense. He testified Friday he did so out of a fear for his life if he testified. Thomas, who is serving a sentence for felony eluding, testified he has received threats and been assaulted in the past few months. He said he changed his story because he didn't want to be involved in the trial because of those threats.

The trial is set to resume Monday morning. [See Bryan's hand-written 2003 testimony here where he claims Mark innocent an himself guity!]

Lewiston Tribune, 13th Febraury 2008: „Mark Lankford takes the stand to tell his story“

By Brad W. Gary. Wednesday, February 13, 2008

Mark Lankford listens Monday to witness testimony during his retrial at Wallace, for the murders of Cheryl and Robert Bravence in rural Idaho County, in 1983. Lankford took the stand in his own de-fense Tuesday. He claims his brother is completely to blame for 1983 slaying of couple at campsite along river in Idaho County.

WALLACE - Robert and Cheryl Bravence were already dead from the blows of his younger bro-ther, Mark H. Lankford said, when he came across them at an Idaho County campsite.

Lankford, [now] 51, took the stand for the first time Tuesday, telling Shoshone County jurors he left his brother along the South Fork of the Clearwater River the night of June 21, 1983. Lankford said he walked away from his brother following an argument hours earlier about how the two were going to get to Grangeville.

„I gave him $50 and I told him, 'Don't do anything stupid,' „ Lankford said. The next time the bro-thers saw one another, Bryan Lankford had stolen a van from two campers, Mark Lankford testified. The campers lay dead at their campsite, he said. Mark Lankford's testimony filled much of the seventh day of a retrial, pointing the finger at his brother in the 1983 deaths of a U.S. Marine captain and his wife. He has maintained his innocence in the killings, but Tuesday was the first time he told his story to a jury.

He and Bryan Lankford were convicted of the killings at separate 1984 trials. Mark Lankford's conviction was later thrown out when the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled the original jury received an improper instruction on how to handle accomplice testimony. His testimony differed from Bryan Lank-ford's, who placed the blame on Mark Lankford last week.

Wearing a blue tie and blazer, Mark Lankford called himself an unwise, foolhardy person for his actions following the deaths of Robert and Cheryl Bravence. He helped his brother dispose of the bo-dies, he said, before the brothers took the couple's van to California.

He said he and Bryan Lankford spent several days camping in the Summit Flats area of Idaho County in June 1983. Mark Lankford traveled from Texas to avoid the „rat race,“ he said. His brother was on probation for robbery and avoiding a possible sentence in the penitentiary.

Mark Lankford said he covered his car with conifer bows and planned to stay in the camp „from now on.“ But Bryan Lankford eventually complained about the weather and wanted to return to Texas. Mark Lankford said he began to accompany his brother to Grangeville, and the two hitched a ride part of the way with a local logger. But the brothers split after an argument at McAllister campground, and Mark Lankford said he started back to their Summit Flats camp without his brother. Mark Lankford hitched a ride part of the way with a man driving a red Ford pickup truck, he said, but began to walk again after the unidentified man stopped at his own camp for the night. When questioned by his attorney, Charles Kovis, Mark Lankford said he posted fliers and on the Internet in an unsuccessful attempt to find the man who gave him that ride. The next time Mark Lankford saw his brother, Bryan Lankford was driving the Braven-ces' Volkswagen van. Mark Lankford said his brother initially wouldn't tell him where he'd picked up the van. „He was hyper, extremely tense, smoking quickly, not talking normally,“ Mark Lankford said. „I as-ked him again, »where'd you get the van?« He said »Don't worry about it. I got it.«“ Mark Lankford said his brother later admitted he had ripped it off from a couple of campers. When Bryan Lankford told him he knocked the couple out, Mark Lankford said he had his brother return to the campsite. Neither Robert nor Cheryl Bravence had a pulse when he said he put two fingers to their necks.

„I said they're dead, you did it,“ Mark Lankford said.

Bryan Lankford then relayed the story of how he attempted to steal the van, Mark Lankford said. Bryan Lankford told him he made a man in the camp get on the ground, Mark Lankford said. It was Bry-an Lankford's original idea to tie the man up and take his van and money, Mark Lankford testified. But his brother told him he hit the man with a shotgun butt, and later did the same to Cheryl Bravence, Mark said. Mark Lankford said when the man started moving, his brother told him he hit him with a rock from the campfire until he moving stopped.

„I said »Now what Einstein?«“ Mark Lankford told his brother when they found the Bravences' bo-dies.

Bryan Lankford initially wanted to cut off the heads and hands of the couple, throwing them in the river, Mark Lankford said. The brothers eventually moved the Bravences to a wooded grave near their own campsite at Summit Flats. Mark Lankford never returned to his own camp, he said. The brothers are accused of spending nearly $3,000 of the Bravences' money on a trip in the Volkswagen van from Idaho to California.

„Did you ever see the Bravence's alive?“ Kovis asked his client. „No sir,“ Mark Lankford respon-ded. Kovis later asked his client if he ever thought about what Bryan Lankford had done. „I thought about it all the time,“ Mark Lankford said. But he decided not to go to police. „When I saw these people lying face down and I checked their pulses, and they were dead,“ Mark Lankford said. „I know my life would never be the same as it had before.“ Mark Lankford disputed his brother's testimony that he used a nightstick to kill Robert and Cheryl Bravence. Mark Lankford said the only nightstick he brought with him to Idaho was buried in the back of his car. He once had another, smaller nightstick, but Mark Lankford said it was ornamental, and had been left at his home in Houston.

Mark Lankford also disputed previous testimony he admitted ever killing the Bravences. He told jurors Tuesday he never killed or attempted to rob the couple, and never admitted killing them to anyone. But if he were upset his brother had beaten the couple to death, Idaho County Deputy Prosecutor Dennis Albers asked why he didn't turn him in. „I wouldn't do that,“ Mark Lankford responded, later calling his decisions following the murders foolhardy and unwise.

Albers sought to use a prior conviction against Mark Lankford, but focused on his financial situ-ation following a ruling by 2nd District Judge John Bradbury it not be admitte... [incomplete transfer inter-rupted here]

Idaho Statesman, 15th February 2008: Second trial: „Lankford guilty of killing couple in N. Idaho“

WALLACE, Idaho — A jury has convicted former death row inmate Mark Lankford of killing a Te-xas couple in 1983 in northern Idaho. Jurors deliberated not quite four hours Wednesday before finding Lankford guilty of two counts of first-degree murder in the beating deaths of 27-year-old U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence, and his 24-year-old wife, Cheryl Bravence. Lankford and his younger brother, Bryan Lankford, were convicted of the deaths in 1984. Mark Lankford was sentenced to death; Bryan Lankford is serving a life sentence. Mark Lankford was granted a new trial last year after the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled he must be retried or released because of a jury instruction error. Kathy Johnson, deputy court clerk for the 2nd District Court, said the sentencing phase of the proceeding is scheduled to begin April 17. This time the defendant will not face the possibility of the death penalty be-cause the prosecutor in the second trial did not seek it. But he faces a minimum of 10 years and maxi-mum of life in prison on each count. Johnson said the family of Cheryl Bravence, including her mother, was in the courtroom when the verdict was read and that some relatives burst into tears [Why? Whom do they consider guilty?]. The Bravences were vacationing in Idaho during a leave from Fort Bliss, near El Paso, Texas. The couple had stopped at the Sheep Creek campground on the South Fork of the Clear-water River on June 21, 1983, in an area near Grangeville. Mark Lankford testified Tuesday that he and his brother split up for a short time, and that was when his brother killed the couple. Mark Lankford testi-fied he never saw the couple alive. He also said that after finding the bodies he acted in an unwise and foolhardy way and helped Bryan Lankford dispose of them, then with his brother took the couple's van to California. Bryan Lankford testified last Friday that it was his brother who beat the couple to death at the campground [See 2003 testimony of contrary!].

Lewiston Tribune, 14th Febraury, 2008: „Mark Henry Lankford is headed back to prison“

After eight days of testimony and four hours of deliberations, a second jury returned the same verdict as the first: Guilty of two counts of first-degree murder. The verdict was met with tears and em-braces among the family and friends of Robert and Cheryl Bravence, the U.S. Marine captain and his wife beaten to death at their remote Idaho County campsite on June 21, 1983.

Mark Lankford, who had been talkative with jailers before the jury was summoned from its cham-bers, showed no response as the verdict was read. He later conferred with his attorneys after a polling of the jurors, but gave no visible reaction to the news.

The now 51-year-old was one of two brothers from Texas convicted of the murders in 1984, but took the stand for the first time Tuesday in an attempt to point the finger at his brother as the sole perpe-trator of the crimes. A panel of Shoshone County jurors heard from four Lankford brothers over the past two weeks, and from three men who at one point served on Idaho's death row.

Bryan Lankford is serving life in prison for the murders. Mark Lankford's original conviction was thrown out in 2006, when the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled the original jury received an impro-per jury instruction on how to handle accomplice testimony. Wednesday's conviction means Mark Lank-ford faces the possibility of up to life in prison at his sentencing in April. Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk MacGregor said he would be making a recommendation for life in prison without parole. „I just think jus-tice was served,“ MacGregor said. „I'm just so happy for the family, they can live in peace now.“

Cheryl Bravence's mother and siblings traveled from all corners of the country to sit in the front row during each day of the proceedings in Wallace. Family and friends of Robert Bravence also attended the trial, which 2nd District Judge John Bradbury moved from Grangeville to Wallace after extensive pre-trial publicity.

„It was a huge relief,“ said Kerry Lehto of Nevada, the youngest brother of Cheryl Bravence. Lehto was still in high school when the Bravences were killed while vacationing in Idaho. The couple had been living in El Paso, Texas.

The appellate system has kept the case in their minds, but Lehto said sitting through testimony did resurrect their feelings. The sadness of Robert and Cheryl Bravence's deaths is still there, Lehto said, only the shock of their deaths has gone.

„We're thinking about this day and night, we just couldn't stand the thought of this guy going free,“ Lehto said, later praising the prosecutors for their work.

Defense attorney Charles Kovis said he was „extremely disappointed“ by the case's outcome. He had told jurors his client was an after-the-fact accessory to the Bravences murders and they should ac-quit Mark Lankford of the first-degree murder charge.

„It's not a surprise, it's a tough case,“ Kovis said of the verdict. „When everyone knows your client's been on death row for 25 years, it's a tough road home.“

The verdict was read shortly after 5 p.m., four hours after closing arguments in which attorneys on both sides called in question the credibility of the others' witnesses. MacGregor and deputy prosecu-tor Dennis Albers picked apart the account and timeline given by Mark Lankford. Kovis later tore away at the credibility of four prosecution witnesses, calling into question the truthfulness particularly of Bryan Lankford and prison inmate Lane Thomas.

Bryan Lankford and Kovis sparred for an hour Friday, as Kovis disputed each of the differing ac-counts the younger brother has given over the years.

Thomas, a prison inmate who recently lived in close proximity to Mark Lankford, testified last week Mark Lankford admitted committing the murders to him while the two were in the Latah County Jail. But Kovis told jurors Thomas could not be trusted.

In the end, jurors found Mark Lankford committed the murders during the commission of a rob-bery. Mark and Bryan Lankford each blamed the other for killing the Bravences, but admitted stealing the Bravences' Volkswagen van from their campsite on the South Fork of the Clearwater River. Mark Lank-ford told jurors Tuesday he had split with his brother after an argument at a nearby campground. He hitched a ride part of the way to his own Summit Flats camp, but told jurors he reunited with Bryan Lank-ford when his younger brother drove up in the van.

Bryan Lankford killed Robert and Cheryl Bravence with the blows of a shotgun butt, and later a rock from their campfire ring, Mark Lankford told jurors. Mark Lankford admitted helping his brother bury the bodies, but told jurors he never saw the Bravences alive. His testimony was the opposite of Bryan Lankford, who said Mark Lankford knocked the Bravences out with a wooden nightstick as they tried to steal their Volkswagen van. The brothers then drove the Bravences' van to Summit Flats, Bryan Lank-ford testified, where Mark Lankford took them to their wooded grave.

Kovis called Bryan Lankford a „manipulative liar“ during his closing arguments, saying he would lie about Mark whenever he was promised something. Kovis told jurors his client was guilty only of being an accessory to murder, a charge Kovis said prosecutors wouldn't let the jurors decide in their delibera-tions. „They want to play all the marbles,“ Kovis said, noting that MacGregor and Albers had the chance to charge Mark Lankford with the lesser crime but chose not to.

In his closing arguments, prosecutor MacGregor highlighted Mark Lankford's lies about the mur-ders and lies he later reportedly made to his family. „He wants to minimize what kind of person he is, what kind of violent person he is,“ MacGregor said. And MacGregor asked jurors why an innocent man would max out the Bravences' credit cards. The brothers admitted taking the couple's credit cards and their van on a trip to California following the murders. „Think about a man who could do that,“ MacGregor said. „Have people in a remote gravesite and then spend their credit cards. I submit that a man like that would not tell the truth, and he would do everything he could to save himself.“

Albers later tried to poke holes in the chronology of Mark Lankford's story. Albers went through the timeline of events, telling jurors there was no way Lankford could have discovered the Bravences after dark, have time to dispose of the bodies and get to Pendleton, Ore., before daylight, as he testified.

„He had 23 years to polish his story to you, but he screwed it up,“ Albers said. But Kovis went by his client's story. Blood was thicker than water, he said. Mark Lankford made the decision to harbor his brother and help him bury the bodies. „In hindsight and in foresight, he made the wrong decision,“ a de-cision Mark Lankford has paid for over the last 24 years, Kovis said.

Mark Lankford's was reportedly the fifth death-penalty case returned to Idaho from the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in the last decade, MacGregor said, but it was the first to go to retrial. Two of the other cases were dismissed, he said, and two others ended in plea deals. No plea bargain was offered to Mark Lankford, MacGregor said.

Bradbury tentatively set sentencing for 10 a.m. [18:00 CET] April 17 in Grangeville.

Message by a juror „Jeff“, filed to me 16th February 2008

Dear sir,

I was a juror on Mark's trial. I went into this trial with the thought that we may be able to free a man that has been in jail unfairly. But I have to say that as the evidence unfolded it was clear to me that both Bryan and Mark were involved in this crime. I wish that it was not the case and that we could have found Mark innocent, but the facts would not allow us to do that.

Hope this helps,

[The sender’s e-mail address seems to show that the sender is involved in the media.]

Message by Rick Bollman, filed to me 17th February 2008

Only 4 days removed from the devastating news of a guilty verdict for Mark!

Greetings! I was finally able to speak to Mark in person tonight. He is in pretty good spirits despite the disappointing decision to place him back in prison. He feels that there were things done illegally in the trial and plans to appeal after the sentencing on April 17. Any help that anyone can give would be ap-preciated. He will be able to call character witnesses at the sentencing trial. Until then, he has been mo-ved back to the Latah County Jail in Moscow Idaho.

Mark wanted you all to know that his faith in God is still strong despite this setback. He still feels that the truth will win out, and he is not willing to take any deal that would make him plead guilty to this crime. He has an amazing resilency and said that he has been preparing himself in case this happened. It will be a long two months.

If you would like to help Mark financially while he is in jail, you can send money orders directly to him at Latah County Jail P.O. Box 8068 Moscow, ID 83843 or you can send cash to me at Rick Bollman 11657 Florida Boise, ID 83709 and I will get the money to Mark.

Mark appreciates your prayers and support. Keep the faith! Blessings and peace, Rick

Lewiston Tribune, 28th February 2008: „Lankford attorney requests a third trial“

GRANGEVILLE - Mark Lankford's attorney filed a motion in 2nd District Court here Wednesday asking for another new trial. Charles E. Kovis of Moscow asks for a new trial because „the jury was mis-directed in a matter of law and the verdict was contrary to law and evidence,“ according to court papers. Lankford, 51, was convicted by a Shoshone County jury Feb. 13 of the June 21, 1983, murders of U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence and his wife, Cheryl. The Bravences, from El Paso, Texas, were camping east of Grangeville when they were accosted by Lankford and his brother, Bryan.

Both brothers were originally convicted by Idaho County juries and sentenced to death for the crimes. Bryan Lankford's sentence was later reduced to life in prison. Mark Lankford's case was over-turned early last year by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, and a new trial was ordered. The second trial was held in Wallace, Idaho, because of extensive pretrial publicity in Idaho County. Sentencing has been scheduled for 10 a.m. April 17. On Feb. 19, Judge John Bradbury ordered Lankford be moved from the Latah County Jail where he had been held to the Idaho Correctional Institution at Orofino.

Idaho Statesman, 28 February 2008: „Lankford attorney requests third trial“

GRANGEVILLE, Idaho. The attorney for a twice-convicted killer has asked for a third trial in the murders of U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence and his wife, Cheryl. Mark Lankford was first convicted of the crime in 1983, but he was retried this year after the first case was overturned by a federal appellate court. Earlier this month a new jury found him guilty of the murders again. Now Lankford's attorney, Charles Kovis, is asking for another new trial. Kovis says the jury was misdirected in a matter of law and the verdict was contrary to the evidence. He filed the motion for a new trial on Wednesday [27th Febr.]

Message by Rick Bollman, filed to me 12th March 2008

I am finally able to send an update on Mark's current situation. I have received letters from Mark and he called me tonight to let me know how difficult this time has been for him. He continues to be held in the prison in Orofino, ID. He is being treated as a death row inmate, even though he is not currently sentenced. Mark is not allowed to have any property and is only able to get out of his cell once a day in isolation. He would appreciate hearing from any of you that are willing to write him. It would be good for him since he still has over a month until the sentencing hearing on April 17. You can send cards or let-ters to:

Mark Lankford 20489, ICIO, A3 Hospital Drive North #23, Orofino ID 83544, USA [expired]

I was informed this week by Mark's friend Thomas Michael that Mark's attorney [Charles] Chuck Kovis has filed a motion to have Mark retried again because the Wallace jury was „misdirected in a matter of law and the verdict was contrary to law and evidence“ [see also page 12, „Message by a juror Jeff“]. I have included the entire story from the Lewiston Tribune at the bottom of this message [copied above]. I have tried to contact Kovis, but he has not returned my call.

Mark and I still feel that something did not go right in the decisions of his trial. Something un-known seemed to change the way this trial was decided in the last hour. It may have been something very illegal. All past legal advisors for Mark agree that many things were done incorrectly or illegally by the prosecutors and that Mark needs to file appeals. Meanwhile, Mark's brother Bryan is in the Idaho County jail awaiting re-location to another state with a possibility of parole in a year because of a deal with the Idaho County Prosecutors. Mark on the other hand is being treated like a death row inmate again.

Please continue to pray for Mark as he awaits what could be his final fate on April 17. He needs to know that you are standing behind him. Your prayers will make a difference.

Feel free to correspond to this message if you like. Blessings and peace!

Rick [Bollman, rickmarjb@cableone.net]

Letter by lawyer Jonathan D Hallin to Kirk McGregor, filed to me 19th March 2007

Date: 8th February 2008. – The purpose of writing this letter is to advise you of the existence of a recorded conversation between Mr Lane Thomas and your private investigator, Mr Chuck Schoonover. During the conversation recorded at the Latah County Jail on December 19, 2007, Mr Thomas makes a complete recantation [Widerruf / peruutus / tühistamine] of all statements previously made to Mrs Debra Tanner, and Officers Skott Mealer and Joan Renshaw. The entire conversation was recorded and sub-sequently transcribed [niedergeschrieben / kirjoitettu / kirjutatud].

In the event that you introduce Mr Thomas as a witness, I will seek to publish the entire taped conversation as impeachment evidence of anything that Mr Thomas may testify to. Further, I will seek to admit the previous letter submitted [übermittelt / lähetetty / saadetud] by Mr Sunil Ramalingam as substantive evidence. To assist your decision, I am hereby providing you a copy of the transcript of the conversation that I received Wednesday [6th February] evening.

I have purposely refrained from advising you of the existence of the recorded recantation as I did not reasonably believe that you intend to sponsor Mr Thomas as a witness. As you were aware, it was not until February 7, 2008, that Mr Kovis or myself were advised of your intent to call Mr Thomas as a witness on Friday, February 8, 2008. As the tape would only be used for rebuttal [Zurückweisung, Wider-legung / vastakohdan todiste / vastandi tõendiks] purposes, the disclosure requirements of ICR [?] do not apply. [...]

Given Mr Thomas multiple recantations, I am at a loss of what you hope to gain by his testimony. For the sake of argument, I acknowledge [stelle fest / totean / tõden] that the State may impeach its own witnesses. Assuming Mr Thomas refuses to testify or states he previously lied, there would be nothing substantive to gain by his testimony. Eliciting [herausholen / saada selville / selgeks saada] such would do nothing more than confuse the issues and taint [verderben / tuhota / hävitada] the Jury with otherwise inadmissible evidence. [...]

I am further concerned by reports that I have received concerning a recent meeting between yourself, Skott Mealer and Lane Thomas at the North Idaho Correctional Institution [Gefängnis / vankila / vangla]. I have been advised that during such meeting, Mr Thomas confirmed that he previously lied to Mrs Tanner and Officers Mealer and Renshaw. It is my understanding that Mr Thomas reiterated [wie-derholte / toisti / kordas] his unconditional [bedingungslos / ehdoton / tingimatu] desire to avoid any fur-ther involvement in this matter. If there is any veracity [=truthfulness] to this report, this is clearly exculpa-tory [entlastend / syystä vapauttava / süüst vabastatav] information, the substance of which has never been disclosed or made known to the defense.

I have given all of the foregoing matters great thought and consulted with other members of the Bar to maintain a certain level of objectivity. After analysing the issues from multiple approaches and perspectives, I am left with one conclusion; the State’s intended use of Mr Thomas begs the appearance of suborning perjury [Anstiftung zum Meineid / väärän valan lietsominen / vale vande lõõtsuime] or the attampt thereof. [...] Consequently, the State of Idaho is hereby on notice that in the event Mr Thomas is called as a witness at a trial of this matter, the defense will deal with such a situation accordingly.

Message from Mark, 30th March [received 4th April] 2008

Hello to everyone at long last. I know I have been out of touch and difficult to find, having been moved so often since October. Thank you for caring and trying to help me in this strangest, saddest period.

On 1st February, a jury convicted me again, of crimes I did not commit. It was an egregiously [un-erhört / tavattoman / tohutult] illegal trial, rife [voll / täynnä / täis] with violations of law, my rights and the truth. This being Idaho, I should not have been surprised. I will prevail on appeal and we have already filed a motion for new trial. I’m so sorry we did not prevail and the truth was defeated.

On 1st March, my mother (Gretchen Eileen) passed away [starb / kuoli / suri] at the age of 72. On 6th March, my brother (Robert James) passed away at the age of 50, from a purported heart attack. This is all the information I have and I was told of this on 12th March, while on „Detention“ status. (On which I remain and have so for 40 days!) To say I’m sad over these 3 large events would be an understatement of monumental proportion. Yet, I must do my best, remain positive and find a reason to smile even in a dungeon, here lives and the spirit is strong! Some days in moments when I think of my mom [Mutter / äiti / ema] who I had hoped to see after winning my trial, I weep, but she would want me to fight on. There-fore, I shall.

Anyone may write a letter or e-mail, in my behalf for sentencing. I hereby request and extend my deep appreciation for any consideration, for anything. [Please send ] such sentencing pleas to:

Judge John Bradbury, 320 West Main Street, Grangeville, Idaho 83530 USA

districtcourt@idahocounty.org
Cc: aparnes@mindspring.com; lankfordmark@gmail.com; ckovis@turbonet.com
rickmarjb@cableone.net
Thank you.

Write me and,

Namaste

[Mark Henry Lankford]

The International Free Mark Lankford Campaign
Thomas Michael, Im Schüle 10, 70192 Stuttgart, Germany
Phone/fax +49 711 / 2 57 66 99 • e-mail thomas.michael@foni.net

Idaho Statesman, 19th July 2008: „Lankford gets life for murder convictions“

A man who killed two people in northern Idaho in 1983 has been sentenced to life in prison. Second District Judge John H. Bradbury sentenced Mark Lankford on Thursday to two consecutive life sentences without possibility of parole.

„The pain is wracking the hearts and souls of the survivors,“ Bradbury said. „To take two beautiful lives and to eliminate them for their car and credit cards is beyond the pale.“

An Idaho County jury convicted the 51-year-old [Mark] Lankford in February of two counts of first-degree murder in the beating deaths of 27-year-old U.S. Marine Capt. Robert Bravence, and his 24-year-old wife, Cheryl Bravence.

Lankford and his younger brother, Bryan, were originally convicted for the killings in 1984 and each sentenced to death. Bryan Lankford's sentence was later reduced to life in prison. Mark Lankford, who spent more than two decades on death row, was granted a new trial early last year after the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled he must be retried or released because of a jury instruction error from the 1984 trial.

Even though Mark Lankford is now off death row, he said he would file another appeal to have the conviction overturned, saying his brother did the killings1. „I had no idea that Bryan, in my wildest imagination, would kill two people,“ he said. „This is a travesty of justice. I was guilty of accessory after the fact. There are absolutely no winners in this series of events.“

But Bradbury said he didn't believe Mark Lankford's story that he only learned of the Bravences' deaths some time after they had already been killed. Also, Bradbury said Mark Lankford's actions of helping to hide the bodies and then stealing the couple's van and money „shows a singular disregard for the rights of others. It was callous at best.“

Linda Lehto, Cheryl Bravence's mother, was in tears following the hearing, the Lewiston Tribune reported. „I'm just so happy the judge put him away for life,“ she said.

Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk A. MacGregor said he was happy for the victims that [Mark] Lank-ford received two life sentences. „I think that justice was served, without a doubt, and (I'm) just so glad it's over,“ he said. „It's been a lot of work and a long struggle and the right result came out.“

___________
1 which is the truth. See Bryan’s hand-written 2003 confession at http://home.foni.net/~tm-stgt/Lankford/BryanLtr.htm which Bradbury denies. As for the Bravence kin, they are just as well victims of public brain-washing and judicial manipulation

Message from Mark, dated 25th July 2008

[Not received until 9th August due to Frances having been on holiday]

Summer greetings to everyone. I want to extend my gratitude for the good letters written to the judge in my behalf. Please do not be discouraged by the outcome, as this entire process was political, having nothing to do with fairness, truth or justice. Whatever sentence Bradbury could have given would be injustice.

He chose the politically expedient „Life without parole” times two. His reasoning was as flawed as his performance throughout the trial and sentencing. I am disgusted by this person sitting in judgment of any other person, as he allowed Idaho law to be violated blatantly by the prosecution. (Not to mention rules of evidence, Idaho criminal rules and my US Constitutional rights). It was as if he didn’t care which is indicative of a society with attention deficit disorder.

However, I stated my case and made a record. You can bet I care! Rick Bollman testified in my behalf and my attorneys, who were grossly ineffective and seemingly defeated, did not really do any-thing. All of the many e-mails sent to them went ignored and unanswered. An inexcusable display.

The appeal will be strong and we do, supposedly, have a „new trial” motion hearing somewhere in the near future. Other than the subornation of perjury by the prosecution and various other statute vio-lations, my focus will be how my unconstitutional first trial was used against me during this process. It is very illegal!

Idaho statute 19-2405 states: „Effect of new trial” (The granting of a new trial places the parties in the same position as if no trial had been had. All the testimony must be produced anew, and the former verdict cannot be used or referred to either in evidence or in argument.) This was violated each day, be-ginning with the judge violating it on the first day!

We had filed a motion before trial and the judge sort of laughed and said, „You want me to en-force the law?” Well, that would have been a good idea. This is what our court system has been reduced to in 2008? A bunch of weak, callous and self-serving liars masquerading as judges, attorneys for the people and attorneys assigned to defend those accused by government. It seems they care little about truth, fairness, justice or decency, as long as they get pad and keep their positions.

Rest assured, my friends, that I will never, ever stop fighting for my innocence and freedom. While illegally imprisoned, my heart is free and my conscience is clear. Let us focus on the future, for we are only on this earth for a finite period of time. We must rise above all obstacles and live for a cause greater than our self-interest. Idaho may have stolen 25 years from me, but can’t touch my faith, determi-nation, love and perseverance. Strength comes from within us, from our heart and spirit. Nurture it and be kind to yourself, which will enable you to more easily be kind to others.

Again, thank you for your help, love, prayers and encouragement. This is far from over, so stay in touch with me as we continue the adventure!

Namasté, peace and love, Mark H. Lankford

NOTICE

concerning the report style of the Idaho Statesman

The newspaper Idaho Statesman has been labelled unneutral by the IFMLC for taking side for the prosecu-tors. They refuse to give the other side equal right of opinion and have, to my knowledge, never published the IFMLC’s website address although they were asked to do so. They in fact never answered my e-mailed messages.

Thomas Michael, Website Holder, The International Free Mark Lankford Campaign
Letter from Rick Bollman, 19th January 2009

Friends, Advocates and Supporters of Mark Lankford,

Greetings on this Civil Rights Day! I hope all are well. 

I received a very disturbing letter from Mark on Saturday, Jan. 17. It seems that Mark is not well. He has had several panic attacks and has been in and out of the medical unit several times in the last two weeks. He has dizzy spells and is very depressed. He is not eating much and has little will to live. Most of this stems from the recent attack that injured him back in early December. Because of the situ-ation and the threat that others might want to harm him, he has been placed in Administrative Segrega-tion without ANY property and no visitation rights. The administration has told him that he might have to live like this for up to NINE MONTHS! The prison has gone as far as denying him a pair a glasses to see and write with. They have refused to move him back to Orofino as per his request. To say the least, this treatment is inexcusable. I have contacted attorneys and the correctional facility staff to find out what can be done to restore Mark's glasses, property and visitations. I have received support in this effort from Mark's former attorney, Andrew Parnes. He is working with a public defender to bring legal representa-tion to Mark. I am awaiting a response from the warden's office concerning property and visitation resto-ration. I might have to get the ACLU [?] and the media involved if the prison is not responsive. In summa-ry, this situation needs to be corrected and Mark needs to be provided with hope for continuing to live and fight this injustice.

What can you do? Several things:

1. Continue to pray for Mark's health and that he will remain strong during this time of tribulation. Your past prayers for Mark have made a great impact and have helped to influence others to assist Mark in this time of need.

2. Due to the lack of legal representation, I have asked Andrew Parnes to work on Mark's behalf. Money will need to be raised to pay for Andrew's services. My church has agreed to set up an account for this purpose. Please consider donating to help. Donations are tax deductable. A letter and receipt will be sent to all donors to verify that the donation has been received to support Mark. Please consider do-nating ANY amount. I will be sending out a follow-up e-mail once I know the cost of retaining Mr. Parnes. Send donations to: Emmaus Mennonite Fellowship, c/o Rick Bollman 11657 W. Florida, Boise, ID 83709

3. Send letters or cards of support directly to Mark [Address, see title sheet and check for updates before sending]. The more people he hears from the more encouragement he will have to con-tinue.

4. Contact the Warden of the ISCI at +1 208 / 3 36 07 40 and voice your concerns. You could also contact Brent Reinke, Head of the Idaho Dept. of Corrections and voice your concern of the situa-tion. Tell them that Mark needs property visitation rights restored.

Thank you for your interest and support. Please let me know if you have further questions or need additional information. I welcome all contacts.

Blessings and peace, Rick Bollman, +1 208 / 3 78 81 09


